
For over 34 years 50,000 national and 
international members of the International 
Code Council (ICC) have celebrated Building 
Safety Month.  Members of the ICC of which 
Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning is 
a member, have celebrated advances in 
construction safety, sustainable, affordable and 
resilient buildings and homes.  Building Safety 
Month,  which has support of the President of 
the United States, governors, mayors, council 
members and other government officials and 
the construction industry, is designated to 
improve the public awareness  of how building 
codes and code officials help improve and 
protect the places we live, work and play.  
 
North Dakota has adopted the 2012 
International Building Code as their guide to 
protecting citizens of North Dakota against 
fires, weather-related events and structural 
collapse.  Adoption of this code is the best way 
for North Dakota to protect homes, offices, 
schools, manufacturing facilities, stores and 
even movie theaters and event centers.  Ray 
Ziegler, Burleigh County 
Building Official, works 
everyday reviewing, 
interpreting and 
understanding the code to 
keep Burleigh County 
residents safe.  Building 
Safety Month celebrates 
the use of the ICC and 
the Building Official who 
support and enforce the 
building codes adopted 
by State government. 
 
Every year the ICC 
adopts a theme for 
building safety month.  
2014’s overall theme is  
 

BUILDING SAFETY: Maximizing Resilience, 
Minimizing Risks, with each week having a 
different point of interest which will spotlight 
different areas of building safety.  For more 
information and fact tips, feel free to contact 
Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning 
Department at 701-221-3727. 
 
Week One// May 5 - 11, 2014 Keeping Fire in 
its Place  
 
Week Two// May 12 – 18, 2014 Helping 
Homeowners Weather the Storm  
 
Week Three//May 19 – 25, 2014 Surround Your 
House with Safety  
 
Week Four// May 26 – 31, 2014 Building A 
Brighter, More Efficient Tomorrow 
 
Also available is a Kid’s Activity Book  which 
features Codie and Codette.  This can also be 
downloaded at www.burleighco.com  
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The procedure to adopt the 2012 building codes started over a 

year ago. I have been a part of the process of hearing and voting on 
amendments to the state building code for many, many years now. It is an 
interesting chain of events that starts with the North Dakota Code Advi-
sory Committee receiving written comments and listening to the pros and 
cons of why the International Code should be amended to fit local needs. 
The final product has roughly 160 amendments to the four International 
codes that where adopted by the state of North Dakota. If that sounds 
excessive, you may be feeling the same way many of us do at the end of 
two days of voting for or against the changes. 

 
On the national level, the International Code Council has a very rigorous schedule for updating the codes 

every three years and in somewhat the same manner with hearings and the casting of votes. Here in Burleigh 
County, we have made a concise attempt to keeping the regulations simpler and practical. So why adopt and 
amend a building code? Here are some of the most important reasons.  

 
The purpose of a Building Code is to establish the minimum acceptable requirements necessary for pro-

tecting public health, safety and welfare in the built environment. These minimum requirements are based on pro-
cedures, property of materials, and on the hazards of climate, geology, and the intended use of a structure. 
The primary application of a building code is to regulate new or proposed construction. However, building codes 
may only apply to an existing building if the building undergoes reconstruction, rehabilitation or an alteration, or 
if the occupancy of the existing building changes to a new type of occupancy. 
 
 Building codes provide protection from tragedy caused by fire, structural collapse and general deterioration in 
our homes, schools, stores, institutions and manufacturing facilities. 
 
 Safe buildings are achieved through proper design, construction practices and a code administration program 
that ensures compliance. 
 
 Codes establish predictable and consistent minimum standards, which are applied to the quality and durability 
of construction materials, a practical balance between reasonable safety and cost to protect life and property. 
 
 The preservation of life and safety, as well as the maintenance of property values are a direct result of the ap-
plication and enforcement of the building codes. 
 
 Building codes can provide a level playing field and promote an economic opportunity for designers, manu-
facturers, developers and the building trades when competing for business from surrounding communities. 
 
 Building codes help create a more attractive development climate for business locations since International 
codes are familiar to out of state developers. 
 
 The adoption and enforcement of a building code can lead to a more favorable ISO (Insurance Services Of-
fice) rating which can lead towards lower insurance premiums for the community. 
 
 In closing, I hope to address more code specific issues in future letters especially dealing with the residen-
tial code. In the meantime make a call to see if you need a permit and let’s build it safe.     

      From the Desk of Ray Ziegler,  
Burleigh County Building Official 



Homeowners Flood Insurance 
Affordability Act 

Public Law No. 113-89 

Flood Insurance has been an issue for many people in Burleigh County.  A lot 
of questions have been asked about the Homeowners Flood Insurance Afforda-
bility Act and how it will or will not affect your flood insurance rates.  
 
H.R. 3370 Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2013 passed the 
House March 4, 2014 with a total of 306 votes for and 91 votes against.  It was 

then passed on to the Senate which voted 72 to 22 to pass the bill on to the President.  President Obama signed it into law (Public 
Law No: 113-89) on March 21, 2014.  Below is a summary of the bill as summarized by the Congressional Research Services – 
http://beta.congress.gov/  
 
Introduced in House (10/29/2013) 

Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2013 - Prohibits the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) from: (1) increasing flood insurance risk premium rates to reflect the current risk of flood for certain proper-
ty located in specified areas subject to a certain mandatory premium adjustment, or (2) reducing such subsidies for any 
property not insured by the flood insurance program as of July 6, 2012, or any policy that has lapsed in coverage as a re-
sult of the policyholder's deliberate choice (Pre-Flood Insurance Rate Map or pre-FIRM properties). Sets forth expiration 
dates for such prohibitions. 
Amends the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (NFIA) to prohibit the Administrator from providing flood insurance to 
prospective insured’s at rates less than those estimated for any property purchased after the expiration of such six-month 
period (currently, any property purchased after July 6, 2012). 
Directs FEMA to: (1) restore during such six-month period specified estimated risk premium rate subsidies for flood insur-
ance for pre-FIRM properties and properties purchased after such six-month period, and (2) submit to certain congression-
al committees a draft affordability framework addressing the affordability of flood insurance sold under the National Flood 
Insurance Program.  
Prescribes procedures for expedited congressional consideration of legislation on FEMA affordability authorities. 
Permits FEMA to enter into an agreement with another federal agency either to: (1) complete the affordability study, or (2) 
prepare the draft affordability framework. 
Directs FEMA submit to certain congressional committees the affordability study and report.  
Amends NFIA to authorize FEMA to reimburse homeowners for successful map appeals. 
Makes any community that has made adequate progress on the construction (as under current law) or reconstruction 
(new) of a flood protection system which will afford flood protection for the one-hundred year frequency flood eligible for 
flood insurance at premium rates not exceeding those which would apply if such flood protection system had been com-
pleted. 
Revises guidelines governing availability of flood insurance in communities restoring disaccredited flood protection sys-
tems to include riverine and coastal levees. 
Requires FEMA to: (1) rate a covered structure using the elevation difference between the floodproofed elevation of the 
covered structure and the adjusted base flood elevation of the covered structure; and (2) designate a Flood Insurance Ad-
vocate to advocate for the fair treatment of policy holders under the National Flood Insurance Program and property own-
ers in the mapping of flood hazards, the 
identification of risks from flood, and the 
implementation of measures to minimize the 
risk of flood. 
 

For more information on this new law or to see the 
PDF file, visit http://beta.congress.gov/ 
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A Mandan man  accused of bilking a woman out of more than 
$136,000.00 
 
Elderly woman loses $250,000 to “contractor” 
 
Neighbors accuse contractor of using substandard materials 
 
Summer is almost upon us and with the arrival of summer, so do the door 
to door contractors, the group of guys who form a “contracting” company 
and grifters.  Headlines like the ones above can be found in newspapers 
around North Dakota.   The building boom in North Dakota makes it easy 
for the general public to get scammed when it comes to contractors.  Not 
all contractors are disreputable, in fact most are legitimate and take pride 
in their work.  But the disreputable ones are hard to find after 
“completing” the job and getting your money back might be impossible.   
 
There are ways to help protect yourself just by following a few simple 
guidelines: 

 
 Always check to see if the contractor is licensed by the State of North Dakota.  According to the North Dakota Century 

Code 43-07-01, any contractor as described under definitions, and doing any one job priced over $2,000.00 must have a 
license.  You can search for a contractor by name at www.nd.gov/sos/licensing/ 

 Check references and the Better Business Bureau 
 
Do additional research if the contractor: 
 
 Pressures you for a quick hiring decision  
 Asks you to purchase the building permit.  (Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning will not issue a building permit to 

a non-licensed contractor or a non-home owner.) 
 Accepts only cash payments 
 Solicits door-to-door 
 Requires a large down payment to purchase materials 
 Offers to use materials acquired or left over from another job 
 Offers a discount for on the spot hiring decision 
 Gives you a final price quote without looking at the job site 
 Requests complete payment up-front 
 

Nothing guarantees that you won’t get scammed, but following these tips will definitely cut your risk. 

Don’t Get Scammed!  

Just Some Facts! 

1. The United States has paved enough roads to circle the Earth over 150 times. 
2. The required frost depth in Burleigh  County  is 48 inches. 
3. The wind load for a structure in North Dakota is 90 mph. 
4. Porches, balconies, ramps or raised floor surfaces which are more than 30 inches above 
 the grade or floor need to  have a guard at least 36 inches tall. 
5.  The Main Library at Indiana University sinks over an inch every year because when it was built, engineers failed to 

 take into account the weight of all the books that would occupy the building . 
6.  It takes 5.185 cubic yards of concrete to construct a cement pad that is 12’ x 20’ x 7” 
7.  One drop of Motor oil can pollute 6.6 gallons of water. 
8.  North Dakota had 723,393 residents as of 2013.  Burleigh County has a population of  81,308 (2010 Census report) 
9.  A Building permit for construction on your home may increase the value of your home. 
10.  Questions on building codes can be answered by Burleigh County Building Official at 701-221-3727. 
 



Have you checked out the Burleigh County Website yet?  It is packed full of 
information about the County.  It also has a new section about the Burleigh County 
Building/Planning/Zoning Department.   
 

The Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning area on the website includes information on Inspections, 
which includes the building applications you might need, and helpful construction tips.  The Newsletter is 
also available in our section and will include past issues.  The Planning Section includes the meeting 
schedules for the Burleigh County Planning Committee, plus the agendas for meetings and the minutes.  The 
Comprehensive Plan for Burleigh County can be found in the Plans section.  If you are looking for a copy of 
the Burleigh County Zoning Ordinances, you can find it and an application to fit all your zoning needs under 
the Zoning Ordinance section.  If you’re interested in what is happening in the Flood Plain and with the 
Homeowners Flood Insurance Affordability Act, you will be able to find links in the Flood Plain 
Administration area.  Also included is a Frequently Asked Questions section to find the answers to the 
most asked questions. 
 
Like all websites, the Burleigh County website is continually being updated with helpful information on just 
about everything going on in the County.  If it is a County Department, you can find information about it on 
the website.  Check it out at www.burleighco.com. 

       

Summer is almost upon us and it is time to start think-
ing about the summer weekends ahead.  Skyrocketing gas 
prices are a reality and will continue.  Summer travel could 
be limited to weekend jaunts and quick day trips.  What a 
perfect opportunity to pack a picnic lunch, head out to ex-
plore and discover the advantages of Burleigh County.  
The beautiful Missouri river, peaceful water management 
areas, streams and the hidden treasures of the communities 
in the county offer an array of activities and explorations. 
 
County Planning is one of the three new departments taken 

over by  Burleigh County government.  Planning involves looking at how new development areas will impact 
the surrounding areas now and in the future.  Knowing the areas and residents is a very important part of 
Planning.   With that in mind, if you have an interesting area, landmark, park or community in the county, 
Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning would like to hear about.  Since it’s conception, the Burleigh 
County Building/Planning/Zoning department has made it a priority to explore the county.  Getting to know 
the county and it’s residents is an important responsibility of any county government employee, and extreme-
ly important for a department that can physically impact an area.  
 
 So if you have a landmark, area or festival that is important to you and your neighbors let us know.  Send us 
an e-mail at mmcmonagle@nd.gov, a letter at Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning, PO Box 5518, 
Bismarck, ND 58506-5518, a fax at 701-221-3726 or even a phone call at 701-221-3727!  We plan to explore 
Burleigh County this spring and summer, so let us know what hidden treasures are in your backyard.  Never 
know, we might even post your information on the Burleigh County website! 

What’s Happening? 

Check It Out! 
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Burleigh County Auditor/Treasurer Kevin J. Glatt reminds voters they will need valid identification (ID) 
to vote in the upcoming primary election. This State Law applies to absentee ballots as well as voting in 
person on Election Day, June 10th. 
 
The five forms of valid identification are: 
• North Dakota Driver's License 
• North Dakota Non-driver's ID 
• Tribal Issued ID 
• Student ID Certificate 
• Long Term Care ID Certificate 
 
In all cases, the ID must include the voter's name, current residential address (no PO Boxes) and date of birth. Not all tribal-issued 
IDs include all the required information, so it is important to check them ahead of time. 
 
Absentee voters are required to write down their ID number on or include a copy of their Student or Long Term Care ID Certificate 
with their ballot application, while those voting in person on Election Day will show or provide their ID to the poll workers.  
 
Glatt says it's especially important for absentee voters to act now if they do not have an up-to-date, valid form of ID. "Absentee 
voting starts 40 days before Election Day, but your ID needs to prove that you are eligible to vote, which means showing you've 
been a North Dakota citizen and resident of your voting precinct for the 30 days prior to the election," he says. "If you've recently 
moved, even within the precinct, you need to update your records and ID." 
 
A public information campaign began in late March, and information is posted at the County's website. Anyone with election 
questions is encouraged to call the County Auditor's Office at 701-222-6718 for help. 
 

 

Rock the Vote! 

221 N 5th Street 
PO Box  5518 
Bismarck, ND  58506-5518 

Phone: 701-221-3727 
Fax: 701-221-3726 
www.burleighco.com  

Burleigh County Building/
Planning/Zoning 

Building, Planning and 
Zoning for a brighter future 
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