
January 1, 2014 was a big day for the 
residents of Burleigh County.  For the 
past 35 years, the City of Bismarck has 
held the contract to issue permits, do 
inspections, approve 
subdivisions and 
zoning for Burleigh 
County.  On January 
1, 2014 that all 
changed.  Burleigh 
County now has it’s 
very own Building, 
Planning and Zoning 
Department. 
Ray Ziegler, former 
Building Official for 
the City of Bismarck, 
accepted the position 
to head up this newly 
developed department.   
 
Ray will wear many hats, 
but is an excellent fit for the county.  
Ray brings over 13 years of experience 
and 7 years experience as the City of 
Bismarck Building Official.  This past 
experience gives him a thorough 
insight into the building code, planning 
and zoning regulations.  He states 
“This is the counties opportunity for 
growth and development at a faster 
pace.  There is no reason that the 
County cannot control their own 
development.”  Ray looks forward to 
working with the residents of Burleigh 
County with their inspection, planning 

and zoning needs. 
 
Joining Ray is Marla McMonagle, 
formerly the Office Assistant III for the 

City of 
Bismarck 
Building 
Inspection 
Department.  
Marla brings 
many years of 
experience in the 
Building 
Inspection area.  
She has a very 
strong customer 
service 
background and 
she brings an 

array of experience to 
the office.  Ray says, 
“Hiring Marla  puts us 

at a minimum of a year ahead of where 
we would have been if she would not 
have joined the staff.  Marla is familiar 
with issuing permits, zoning 
requirements, plus has a strong 
accounting background.  She will be an 
asset to this new department.” 
 
Ray and Marla invite builders, residents 
and others to stop by their new offices 
located on the main level of the  
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Well we are up and running, the Burleigh County Building/
Planning/Zoning Department has had a very busy month dur-
ing its first official month of operation.  It has been a very ex-
citing time with hundreds of issues to take care of and work 
on; yet it has also been a very humbling time with so many 
people stopping in to congratulate us (us meaning Marla 
McMonagle and myself) on taking on this challenge. 
 
I would like to take this time to really give a hats off to the 
Burleigh County Commissioners for having the foresight and sagacity for creating their own 
department.  I also need to give Marcus Hall, County Engineer and Head of the Burleigh Coun-
ty Highway Department a hats off for spearheading the operation and getting things rolling in 
the right direction. 
 
Let’s talk about the three entities that make up this department.  On the Building side of things 
we have adopted the state building code which has moved to the 2012 International Codes as 
of January 1.  There are quite a few amendments to those codes and those amendments are 
accessible on line at www.communityservices.nd.gov/government/state-building-code/  or cop-
ies are available here in our office.  All of the new forms and applications are completed and it 
pleases me to tell you that we have done everything possible to not only simplify the process 
but also speed up the processing of applications. 
 
The Planning entity has been very active with applications for several new subdivisions and 
working with the Planning Commission on issues as well as providing them with all of the re-
sources we can to help them do their job.   One resource we put together is a Burleigh County 
Planning Handbook.  It contains maps, policies, procedures, subdivision and forms.  It also has 
the latest version of our Comprehensive Plan and the recommended changes soon to be vot-
ed on. 
 
The Zoning division is seeing many changes with ordinance updates, combining categories 
and clarifying some  of the intent of the regulations.  You will find new language for Storm Wa-
ter Management, Development Permits, enforcements and an overall streamlining of the pro-
cesses for developers.   The ordinance is available online at www.burleighco.com or again feel 
free to stop in our office and take a look at it. 
 
January has been a very busy month as we prepare for spring.  We are working hard to get 
things developed and running, striving to meet our goals and meet  the vision of the Burleigh 
County Commissioners.  Feel free to contact me at 701-221-3728 if you have any questions or 
concerns you would like to discuss.  Marla is available also to assist you with your permitting 
needs and questions.  It is an exciting time for Burleigh County and this first year of plowing 
new ground will help homeowners, contractors, developers and tradesmen for years to come. 

      From the Desk of Ray Ziegler,  
Burleigh County Building Official 

http://www.communityservices.nd.gov/government/state-building-code/�
http://www.burleighco.com�


If you are in need of an inspection in the Burleigh County, things can be a little confusing. Do I call 
the City of Bismarck?  Do I call the County?  Who does what Inspections? 
 
The City of Bismarck retained jurisdiction over most of the 4 mile ETA, the City of Lincoln and its 
ETA.  They will continue to do inspections in those areas.  Burleigh County will be doing 
permitting, inspections,  planning,  and zoning  in the unorganized townships in the county, and will 
be available to the organized townships as an informational resource. 
 
Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning will do all building, mechanical,  and septic permitting 
and inspections.  Burleigh County will also handle all final inspections. Electrical inspections in the 
county will still be handled by the State Electrical Board.  They can be reached at 701-328-9522.  
Plumbing inspections will be handled by the State Plumbing Board.  They can be reached at 701-
328-9977.   
 
A quick phone call to Burleigh County Building/Planning/Zoning will answer any questions you 
have regarding permits, whether you live in the ETA or the requirements for the county.  Assisting 
the public, contractors, and tradesman is a priority, so feel free to call us at 701-221-3727. 

Who Are You Going To Call? 

A Big Day Cont. from Page 1   

City/County Building.  “We have worked very hard these last couple weeks to make the change over 
from the City of Bismarck as smooth as possible. “  said Ziegler.  “Jurisdiction lines can be confusing 
since the City of Bismarck is maintaining it’s ETA area, but a quick call to the Burleigh County 
Building, Planning, Zoning and we will let you know whose jurisdiction you are under.” 



For more detailed information see www.burleighco.com  



      It is Orange!! 
With the change over from City Inspections of gas lines in  the county to Burleigh County, many lit-
tle details needed to be addressed.  One of those issues was tagging gas lines.  When the first call 
came in for a gas line inspection, Burleigh County Buildings was scrambling to come up with a way 
to tag gas lines.  Should tags like the City of Bismarck uses be made for the County or would 
something else be better? 
 
Living in North Dakota brings all kinds of weather challenges and the WIND!  One of the most prev-
alent complaints regarding tagging of gas line is the wind ripping the tags off the gas line.  Though 
reinforced, the tags were still getting ripped off the line, leaving just the attachment wire.  A frustra-
tion for MDU, contractors, and gas line inspectors alike.  So with this in mind, I searched many cat-
alogues for a tag of some sort that would stay on the line, be secure and be identifiable with the 
county.  That’s when I found the little orange tag! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The orange tag is a plastic secure tag that will be wrapped around the gas line.  Like a zip tie, once 
on, it needs to be cut off.  It has a breaking strength of 50 lbs, and each tag has an individual num-
ber.  Each tag number is recorded, sent to MDU for their records, and kept with the permit record.  
No more guessing for the contractor, MDU or the home owner, if the orange tag is on the line, the 
number recorded on the orange sheet, the line has been inspected and approved!   



part of the NFIP would 

be positive in helping to 

reduce physical flood 

losses and other 

hazard losses, which 

would in turn positively 

affect the use and 

regulatory climate. Our 

current Floodplain 

Ordinance has flood 

provisions that are 

consistent with or 

exceed NFIP requirements for 

buildings and structures that are built 

in the Floodplain . 

As the Building Official and Floodplain 

Administrator for the County I can 

assure you that the connection 

between these two titles go hand in 

hand when it comes to new 

construction. FEMA recently 

announced a new Report to Congress, 

called “Including Building Codes in 

the National Flood Insurance 

Program.” The report describes the 

impact, effectiveness, and feasibility of 

including widely used and nationally 

recognized building codes as part of 

the NFIP floodplain management 

criteria. The report found the overall 

impacts of including building codes as 
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